
GQ: How does Julia Alvarez use metaphor and simile to describe herself? 
Warm up:  
1. Think about the symbol Firmat creates in Seeing Snow and the 
connections he made with this literary element. What is he trying to say?  
2. Does Neruda’s piece have any symbols?  
3. What type of connections is he trying to make?  
4. What about the symbols in each text make them similar?  
5. What about the symbols in each text make them different?  
  Complete Purposeful talk sheets when you are done  
Agenda 10/7/11 
Review: Symbol 
Purposeful Talk 
Writing Workshop (Revise Symbol Reflection) 
Julia Alvarez Names/Nombres 
What does Figurative Language do? – (Metaphor & Simile) 
 
With a Partner 
 Confer with a partner and explain your critique. Make sure you are able to give at least two suggestions that can 
improve your partner’s work.  When you are done use the handout to create a revision of a major paragraph in your 
reflection.  
 
Mini- Lesson 

1. Review identity. 
2. How did the Pablo Neruda use Literary Elements to show an aspect of his identity? 

Julia Alvarez shows her identity in her writing through her use of three major Literary Elements:  
a. Structure of her writing- Writing Technique (Structure= type of paragraphs or prose, sentences, 

dialogue, images, organization, Shape Setting Feeling (SSF)etc) Ex: 
 1a. Setting (What is happening in the story? Who are the characters? Describe!)  
2a. Shape (What does the piece look like? Is it normal)- In the poem Seeing Snow is written is 
one long stanza, with lines that are pretty much parallel except for three lines that are two long or 
too short. These lines speak about Snow and time. This is significant because the poem’s main idea 
is about his heritage and feeling out of place like snow. 
3a. Feeling (What is the feeling of the author or narrator? Does it change through the piece of 
stays the same?) The first part of the stanza talks about the poet’s ancestors and their customs. 
And the second part speaks about him being far away from where they started and feeling 
uncomfortable. 

b. Use of metaphor- the comparison of two dissimilar things without using “like” or “as.” Ex: Sonia 
smile was the sun rising over the mountains. 

c. Use of simile – the comparison of two dissimilar things using “like” or “as.” Ex: James is strong 
and built like a bear. 

Group Work.  
 In your group find an example of simile and metaphor in Names/Nombres. Explain why you think Alvarez use 
these examples of figurative language.  How do these examples help explain her main idea? How is her main idea 
similar to Firmat’s poem?  How would you describe Alvarez’ identity using a simile or metaphor? Explain. 
 
Homework #10 

1. Review Names/ Nombres. Study vocabulary. 
2.  In your homework section, respond to the following in one paragraph (5-7 sentences): Can you think of 

another example of figurative language Alvarez could have used in Names/Nombres? Identify two places in 
the text. Revise these ideas and write one as an example of a simile and one as an example of a metaphor. 

3. In your homework section, examine the structure of Names/Nombres. Describe the structure the way we 
described the structure of Seeing Snow in class. This should be at least one paragraph and no more than two 
paragraphs.  

 
 
 
           


